The Faith | Works ‘Conundrum’

(Not a reader? Take a listen instead u)

Acceptance By Grace Through Faith Alone

The simple truth that we find acceptance with God by grace
through faith alone is the Bible’'s most beautiful theme. Grace
began long ago when God set in motion the means for humanity
to find their way back to Him, to find their way home. He
promised Adam and Eve that a redeemer would come who would
save humanity from the consequences of their sin. That
redeemer would be His very own Son, born for the specific
purpose of reconciling the world back to God (John 3:17). The
earth waited, enduring times of difficulty and futility,
restless and expectant for the promised Prince of Peace to
appear.

With the arrival of Emmanual, ‘God-With-Us’, the reality of a
whole and healed relationship with God for every person was
realised. Brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death was
finally overthrown in the person and ministry of God'’s Son,
whose death on the cross struck the final blow to mortality.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there
will be no end.” — Isaiah 9:6-7, NIV

Salvation Isn’t Earned

This work of salvation, in its entirety, was set in motion and
completed by God. Humanity had no contribution in any of this.
The Bible is very clear that salvation is given freely, as a
gift, and is never attained by works.
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“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which
we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.”
— Romans 5:1-2, NIV

Paul the Apostle was a champion for the need for a grace-led,
faith-full life. He had been converted from a life steeped in
religious tradition and law, a life in which a man could
become ‘more righteous’ before God than his fellow man, simply
by achieving greater adherence to law. Yet Paul learned that
right standing with God was not to be achieved through law-
keeping — and in fact was impossible to be achieved this way -
but by personal belief in God’s promises. Paul learned of the
true gospel and He speaks of it often throughout his letters
in the New Testament — that of being ‘saved by grace through
faith alone and not by works, least any man should boast’
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

Paul is very adamant that justification - that 1is, “right
standing with God” — is by faith alone. What are we to make
then of the words of Paul’s contemporary, James, who writes
“As you can see, a man is justified by his deeds and not by
faith alone.” (James 2:24). It seems, at least initially, that
these two men are in contradiction with each other.

Justified By Deeds And Not By Faith Alone

In reality, James and Paul are actually in complete harmony
and a closer look at James’ letter not only gives us a better
understanding of what faith really is, but also warns us of
the sobering reality that information doesn’t always equal
transformation.

Paul wrote his letter to the Galatians addressing the growing
idea at that time that right standing with God depended on
what Jesus did plus additional ‘spiritual acts’ that are
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undertaken, that we are made “right with God by what we do“.
This is performance-based Christianity and Paul reaffirmed to
the Galatians that anything which adds to our standing in the
eyes of God, apart from the performance of Jesus on the cross,
is legalistic teaching and counterfeit Christianity.

James, when writing his letter and speaking of ‘what we do’ 1is
concerned with counterfeit Christianity of another kind — the
unauthenticity of a life that is ‘Christian’ in name only. He
is tackling another dangerous distortion of the gospel of
grace, the idea that believers can ‘continue in sin that grace
may abound’. That the new life is the same as the old life,
the only difference being that a person has become ‘saved’.
That is to say, that nothing about the way the believer
behaves or lives after being saved is necessary to change,
that verbally expressing our faith in Jesus is enough and that
we don’t need to ‘do better’ because God’s grace covers all
our shortcomings anyway.

The truth, James says, is that yes, we are made right with God
by believing and professing our faith in His promises. Yet, it
cannot be real faith, the faith that counts with God, unless
1ts demonstrated by an active, loving response to God’s grace.
This 1is, as Paul agrees, “faith working through 1love.”
(Galatians 5:6), demonstrated in a Christian’s life by ‘what
they do’.

James starts his letter by asking an important question:

“Do you think you’ll get anywhere in this if you learn all
the right words but never do anything? Does merely talking
about faith indicate that a person really has it? For
instance, you come upon an old friend dressed in rags and
half-starved and say, “Good morning, friend! Be clothed in
Christ! Be filled with the Holy Spirit!” and walk off without
providing so much as a coat or a cup of soup — where does
that get you? Isn’t it obvious that God-talk without God-acts
1s outrageous nonsense.” — James 2:17-24 MSG
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He goes on to reiterate his meaning in the plainest of
language, saying “Just as the body is dead without breath, so
also faith is dead without good works.” (James 2:26, CSB).

Works Are Essential Evidence Our Faith Is
Real

The kind of faith that is real, saving faith is shown to be
vital, living and demonstrable in action.

To illustrate his full meaning, James gives two examples from
the life of Abraham, whom he describes as ‘the friend of God’
(James 2:2). The first was when God promised Abraham a great
line of descendants, even though at the time Abraham and his
wife were both old and childless. Abraham didn’t doubt God for
a second and James cites this faith (Genesis 15:6) as
“reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.” Abraham believed God
was ‘good for His word’ and this is why, James says, he was
justified.

Paul, when also commenting at length on the life of Abraham
(Romans 4), does not say “Abraham worked for God and therefore
was justified.” Neither does he say “Abraham undertook acts of
love and, because of this, was justified.” or that
“Abraham made progress in character reformation and therefore
was justified. He says, “Abraham believed God and that faith
was credited to him as righteousness.” He and James are both
referring to the same event in Abraham’s life and are both
drawing the same conclusion — that Abraham was ‘made right
with God by his faith.

However, James goes on to reference a second event 1in
Abraham’s 1life, found in Genesis 22. Here, God 1is testing
Abraham, looking for the kind of works that show Abraham’s
faith to be not just words but real and living — demonstrable
in action. This is not the same kind of justification which
gave Abraham right standing with God, but rather a test of
Abraham’s original profession of belief. Was it the living
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kind of faith which produces a genuine response or a dead
faith that has no effect on life at all?

James therefore has a different meaning in mind than Paul when
Paul concludes that people aren’t justified by works. James is
answering another question entirely: Does the ongoing and
final reckoning of our righteousness depend on works as the
necessary evidence of a true and living faith? The answer to
that question is an unequivocal yes!

If you were to ask James and Paul, “How does a person obtain
right standing with God and receive ‘the righteousness of
God‘?”, both men would answer “As a gift of grace. Trust God,
believe His promise and that faith alone will be counted as
righteousness.”

However, if you asked them, “Does our final right standing
with God depend on works of love?”, Paul will answer “No, not
if by ‘works’, you mean deeds done to show that we somehow
deserve God’s blessings” (his point in Romans 4) but James
will answer “Yes, if by ‘works’, you mean evidence of a faith
that is alive and active in a believer’s life”. Both are in
agreement with each other, based on those definitions.

Works, in the way that James defines them, prove that our
faith is real. When James says that we are not justified by
faith alone, he means that the faith which justifies or makes
us ‘right with God’ does not remain alone but bears the fruit
of the new, spirit-led life. Any other kind of faith 1is
counterfeit, in reality, dead, and completely useless.

What Does Living Faith Look Like?

“Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another.” — 1 John 4:11

Living faith is really another name for discipleship; learning
to replicate the pattern and example left by Jesus in both
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word and action. Paul concludes his letter to the Galatians
by discussing this very thing, making it clear that being
called to ‘freedom in Jesus’ is not an excuse to do whatever
we want, but rather ‘freedom to serve one another in love’
(Galatians 5:14). It’'s in the believing and doing that faith
is made alive, vibrant and visible.

James agrees with Paul in this, again referencing the life of
Abraham:

“Wasn’t our ancestor Abraham “made right with God by works”
when he placed his son Isaac on the sacrificial altar? Isn’t
it obvious that faith and works are yoked partners, that
faith expresses itself in works? That the works are “works of
faith”? The full meaning of “believe” 1in the Scripture
sentence, “Abraham believed God and was set right with God,”
includes his action. It’s that mesh of believing and acting
that got Abraham named “God’s friend.” Is it not evident that
a person 1is made right with God not by a barren faith but by
faith fruitful in works?” — James 2: 21-24, MSG

Depending on God and accepting His gift of grace — truly
accepting it — will radically transform our lives. It will
challenge everything we do, our belief systems and possibly
even misplaced prejudices about others. It will compel us to
behave justly to others, with impartiality, even though the
world around us might not be just or impartial. It will compel
us to do better and be better, not so that we ‘earn God’s
favour’ but so that our faith can be seen as a reality, not
just a matter of empty words.

“But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts
into our lives, much the same way that fruit appears 1in an
orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about
life, serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with
things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a conviction
that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find



ourselves involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force
our way in life, able to marshal and direct our energies
wisely.

Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, the life of
the Spirit, let us make sure that we do not just hold it as
an idea in our heads or a sentiment in our hearts, but work
out its implications in every detail of our lives.” -
Galatians 5:22-25, MSG

Awareness of, and responding to the love of God is at the
heart of our Christian lives. We are who we are, first and
foremost, because of God revealed in Christ. Yet if our
‘loving union with God’ doesn’t result in a living faith,
shown by our good works to others, then, as 1 John 4:7-21 says
so eloquently, our love for God simply isn’t real. This kind
of faith is a counterfeit Christianity and nothing more than a
corpse.

This article was first published on 11 June 2019

In The Shadow Of The Empire

(Not a reader? Take a listen instead i)

Christianity in the first century was a spiritual explosion,
fueled by the reality of the resurrection of Jesus and the
presence of the Holy Spirit. Unlike the Jewish community, who
lived and worshipped largely by themselves, Christians were
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active evangelists, eager to share the good news about Jesus
with all who would listen. They preached Jesus everywhere, not
just as the long-awaited Jewish Messiah, but as Lord, Saviour,
and King; over and above Caesar.

Initially planted in the soil of Jerusalem, the gospel message
soon spread rapidly beyond Israel; throughout Judea, Samaria,
and the rest of the Mediterranean world. In as little as just
over 10 years after Jesus’ resurrection, Christianity had
already reached as far as Rome itself. As Jesus had promised,
his disciples were to be his witnesses, even to the ends of
the earth (Acts 1:8, Acts 2:41-47).

The area of Asia Minor was a huge melting pot of ethnicities
and also one of the first areas to flourish with converts to
the new religion of Christianity. It was also part of the
expansive Roman Empire, at the height of its glory, and was
therefore subject to Roman law and Roman customs.

Living in the shadow of the Empire would prove a difficult
tension for Christians to navigate. No longer giving
allegiance to Caesar as ‘Lord of the earth’ but instead
confessing that this title belonged to Jesus Christ, how were
they to behave as people in the world but not of it?

As citizens of heaven, did the laws of Rome no longer apply to
them?

And, as people of the kingdom, how were they to live out the
values of the kingdom in the society around them? Were they
justified in using force to make the kingdoms of this world
the kingdom of the Lord and Christ?

These are all important questions, not just for those in the
first-century church but for every generation of Christians
who have come after them.

How should Christians conduct themselves, living in the shadow
of the Empire?


http://worldhistory.org/Asia_Minor/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_centers_of_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_centers_of_Christianity
https://www.ancient.eu/article/851/the-extent-of-the-roman-empire/
https://carrielloydshaw.com/beneath-the-skin/
https://carrielloydshaw.com/beneath-the-skin/

A Letter From Peter, An Apostle Of Jesus
Christ

The importance of the way a Christian behaves so as to be a
credible witness for the gospel is a significant principle
emphasised throughout the New Testament. It’'s a theme picked
up by Peter the Apostle in his first letter to the early
churches (1 Peter 1-5).

Discouraged by the persecution they were suffering because of
their faith, Peter writes to the early churches throughout
Asia Minor to encourage them and to provide wisdom and counsel
in their response to the pressures around them and in their
life of Christian witness.

Keep Your Conduct Honourable

Firstly, Peter urges them, keep your conduct honourable. They
are holy people, called out of darkness into God’s marvellous
light. Walking in the light means walking humbly alongside
God, doing justly and loving kindness. Deceit, malice,
hypocrisy, slander, drunkenness, sensual living; these are all
fruitless deeds of darkness (Ephesians 5:11) and Peter
encourages the church to choose differently, to live exemplary
lives in their neighborhoods so that their actions will refute
pagan prejudices (1 Peter 2:11-12).

They had been born again, by the living and imperishable Word
of God, new creations guarded through faith for a salvation
that would one day be revealed to all. Demonstrating lives
that paralleled what they preached would witness to the truly
supernatural power of the gospel and its ability to effect
transformation.

Respect And Submit To Authority

For the Lord’'s sake, Christians were to show respect to all
people and, particularly, to those in authority. They were to
be model citizens, subject to every human institution (1 Peter
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2:13). As Jesus the master had made clear during his earthly
ministry, render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and
unto God the things that are God’s.

Their allegiance to Jesus wasn’t an excuse to engage in
illegal behaviours, disrespect of their masters, or dishonour
of the Emperor or his delegates. Pay your taxes, submit to the
laws of the land, pray for those who have the rule over you.

They were to treat their service to the Emperor, their master
(if they were a slave), and indeed each other as service
rendered to the King himself.

The Christian life wouldn’'t always bring blessing, and the
persecution and suffering they were currently experiencing
were proof of this reality. Yet Peter encourages them to look
to the example of Jesus himself, who demonstrated that the
kingdom of heaven advances not through power and might, but
through missions of mercy, kindness, and humility and,
ultimately, through suffering.

The greatest suffering of all brought about the greatest
victory for all (1 Peter 4:13-14).

Love Earnestly And Do Good

They were to love each other earnestly. This was the defining
mark of those who belonged to the King and it was how the
world was to know they were his disciples.

Given to hospitality, they were to love with open hearts and
generous lives. They were to live bright and unafraid:
remembering that the light shines in the darkness and the
darkness will not overcome it. They were to entrust their
souls to a faithful Creator while continuing to doing good to
all and especially to those of the household of faith (1 Peter
1:22, Galatians 6:10). Love and do good to others just as
Jesus has loved you. By this, all people will know you are his
disciples.



Early Christianity found particular expression through
philanthropy; care for the poor, widows, and orphans, for
those brethren who had been imprisoned or condemned, and
particularly for brethren, who due to poverty, could not
afford an honourable burial. The early church would often
provide services for such persons, believing care in death as
well as life was an active expression of love. The early
Christian insistence on caring for those made in the image of
God transformed the ancient world.

In The World But Not Of It

“The Christian ideal 1is not freedom from work, but strength
to do it; not freedom from temptation, but power to overcome
it; not freedom from suffering, but joy in an abiding sense
of the Father’s love; not absence from the world, but grace
to make the world better for our presence; not holy lives
driven from the world, and living apart from it, but holy
lives spent in the world and leavening it.” — Ellicott’s
Commentary For English Readers.

Like our early Christian brethren, we too continue to live in
the shadow of the Empire. We too must wrestle with issues of
allegiance, to show submission to those institutions and
ordinances which have authority over us, yet not be conformed
to this world in the process.

We may think this requires us to limit our interaction with
the people around us or remove ourselves ‘from the world’, but
this isn’t what scripture is concerned with. It’s the ruler of
this world who is our enemy, not those who are enslaved to
him; those who, like us, have also been made in the image of
God. They, too, desperately need the presence of Jesus in
their lives, whether they know it or not and our Christian
witness in this current world is vitally important.

Jesus’ prayer for his disciples was not that God would take



them out of the world but that He would protect them from the
evil one. We must not be conformed to the image of the ruler
of this world, nor choose his way, a path that only leads back
to darkness (John 12:31, 1 John 1:5-7). Jesus prayed for the
protection of his followers, knowing we are left in this world
for a specific purpose; to witness to the power of his saving
name. “You are the salt of the earth,” he said, “you are the
light of the world“.

Our commission is to live and work, to love and forgive, to
mourn, trust, despair and hope alongside and together with our
unbelieving neighbours and friends, all the while telling of
the faithfulness of a good God and the hope found in the
gospel message.

Our lives — our everyday, mundane, messy, uncomfortable,
terrifying, joyful, and thoroughly human lives will be the
greatest witness of all to the hope that lies within us.

How we conduct ourselves, as we live in the shadow of the
Empire, is still just as relevant and important today as it
was for our first-century brethren.

As Christians, we’'re now citizens of a spiritual city whose
builder and maker is God, people of a heavenly kingdom, living
out the values and ideals of that kingdom in this earthly
life.

Yet we're also still literal citizens of the countries we live
in. We still retain all the privileges that citizenship
affords, together with the responsibilities it holds. Because
we have given our primary allegiance to Jesus and, for the
Lord’s sake, we're to continue to submit to the laws and
ordinances of the countries in which we live.

Christians have a greater not lesser responsibility to do good
and model appropriate citizenship. We don’t get a leave pass
to flout the regulations and laws passed by those in
authority, just because we’'re ‘not of this world.’' “It 1is
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God’s will that by doing good, you might cure the ignorance of
the fools who think you’re a danger to society. Exercise your
freedom by serving God, not by breaking the rules.” (1 Peter
2:13-17)

Yet, there must be a disclaimer at this point. We also have a
responsibility — a greater responsibility, it can be argued -
to model the values of the kingdom of heaven. This
responsibility often highlights issues of injustice, prejudice
or inequality which may exist both within the church and
without, issues to which God is adamantly opposed and
therefore we also should be opposed.

The Atlantic slave trade, which operated between the 15th and
19th centuries, might never have been abolished, had it not
been for the public agitation of those who spoke vocally
against a legally sanctioned practice and campaigned
tirelessly for its elimination.

Two distinct laws passed in Nazi Germany provided the legal
framework for the systematic persecution and resulting
genocide of millions of Jews, demonstrating that sometimes
doing what is lawful isn’t the same as doing what is right.

And in our own country of Australia between 1910 and 1970, at
least 100,000 Aboriginal children were forcibly removed -
stolen — from their parents and families as a result of
various government policies, leaving a legacy of loss and
trauma that persists today. The pain inflicted on an entire
people through separation and forced assimilation was enabled
by governmental law, regardless of the reality that it was
morally repugnant to do so.

As Christians, the law cannot be our ultimate moral guide.
Slavery was lawful. The holocaust was legal. Segregation and
apartheid were legally sanctioned. Many of today’s laws are
created to protect corporations rather than people. Simply
put, the law does not dictate our ethics. God does. | Craig
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Greenfield

God’'s values have the final word in our actions and this may
mean, at some point, our choices or actions put us in conflict
with the culture around us or the laws of the country in which
we live. We submit, until, for conscience sake, we can no
longer submit (Acts 5:29, Exodus 1:7).

The Covid-19 Pandemic

For Christians, times of trouble are opportunities to test and
prove our own conviction; that there is One God who rules over
all things and that we remain confident that He continues to
do so, even through trouble and difficulty (Psalm
103:19, Daniel 2:21, Ephesians 4:6).

While the early Christians faced very different times of
trouble than we do today, comparable only perhaps by how we
choose to respond, our faithful response is no less necessary
than theirs.

The ongoing crisis of Covid-19 is a troubling and anxious
time. The most recent reports regarding the virus are
particularly concerning, causing fear for many people,
especially the elderly and vulnerable in our communities.
Whilst we shouldn’t be ambivalent about what’s going on around
the globe, we also need to be measured in our response and
very careful not to be contributing to or escalating the level
of panic that people may be experiencing.

It’'s extremely disturbing that Christians would contribute to
misinformation regarding both the virus and associated
treatment options, particularly in the social domain. Many, in
reality, are unlikely to be qualified to actually comment from
a medical perspective, yet this doesn’t seem to prevent them
from offering advice, suggestions, criticisms, or conjecture
on the subject.
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Verified medical information shared in responsible ways 1is
helpful; unfactual, fear-inducing conspiracy theories are not.
By all means, discuss the situation with those around you but
choose to do so in responsible ways, with a view to banishing
exaggerated fear.

Neither is it appropriate for Christians to participate in
acts of disrespect or civil disobedience of those 1in
authority, whilst current regulations don’t directly
contradict God’s directives. We ought to instead continue to
pray for wisdom and guidance in our own personal choices as
well as for those in the difficult situation of accessing
risks and making decisions on behalf of our nation.

Christians also have both a responsibility and a privilege to
point the world’s attention to the One who is still in control
of all. We can choose to positively redirect the conversation,
to comfort people’s hearts and try to settle their fears,
whilst still acknowledging the gravity of the current pandemic
and assist in supporting practical measures to combat it.

There is no authority except from God, and those that exist
have been instituted by God (Romans 13:1). We are to seek
their welfare, to speak evil of no one, to respect the
government and be law-abiding. If it is possible, as far as it
depends on us, we're to live at peace with everyone. (Titus
3:1-2, Jeremiah 29:7, Romans 12:18).

We need to continue to pray, worship and connect in all the
ways that are possible to us right now. Most of all, we need
to continue to point the people of the world to Jesus, who
told his much-loved followers: “Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid. Trust in God and trust
in me also” (John 14:1).

Convictions + Conduct

Our convictions and conduct go hand in hand. What we say and
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what we do must show itself to be in agreement.

“We don’t believe something by merely saying we believe it,
or even when we believe that we believe it. We believe
something when we act as if it were true.” | Dallas Willard

If we believe that God is King of all the earth and remains
sovereign still, then we must act in such a way that confirms
this truth to the watching world.

We are to be thankful for those in authority and especially at
a time like this, those in healthcare, who risk their own
lives to treat and save others (1 Timothy 2:2). We need to
remember to pray for them and assist where we can.

We ought to show responsibility in following the direction of
the government and officials, acknowledging measured concern
for the situation we all find ourselves in and abiding by
recommendations for the good of everyone (1 Peter 2:13). Now,
more than ever, 1s the time to show consideration and
restraint and to lead the world by example. It is not the time
(or ever!) for Christians to display greed or selfishness but
to consider those who are our neighbour and to love them, as
ourselves (Romans 13:8-10).

And, particularly, it is vitally important to consider those
who are weak and vulnerable amongst our communities, who have
always found a special place in God’'s heart (James 1:27; Psalm
68:5).

We have opportunity right now, to remind the world of a good,
good God, who is actively seeking to overthrow the effects of
sin in the world and restore humanity to full relationship
with Himself.

Even here, in times that seem very dark, God is still busy
making all things new.
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I first wrote about the Christian response to the pandemic
over a year ago, when things had really started to impact our
communities. We’ve seen a lot happen around the world in that
time and, recently, it seemed as if Australia had finally
gotten a handle on things and life might be returning to
normal.

I confess, I've not personally felt any real sense of fear
throughout this situation until very recently, when the
various mutant strains became more contagious and seemingly
more virilent. The recent restrictions in Sydney give cause
for concern and Covid-19 now feels very much on our doorstep.
I had to intentionally take time this week to remind myself of
my faith, my conviction that God is sovereign still and that
the wind and waves still know His name. Through it all, my
eyes must remain on Him.

At the same time as this was occurring, three events impacted
me personally and I felt compelled to again write about the
situation.

One was several shares in one week on social media of what can
only be described as ‘doomsday’ commentaries; fear-inducing
and based in theory, not fact.

The second was the illegal, unmasked gathering/protest that
occurred in Sydney, which was also shared on social media
(whether to criticise or congratulate I couldn’t say for sure,
although it did appear to me to be in support of the protest).

The third was two different statements from Christian pastors
within a denomination stating this: that if you chose to
vaccinate, you weren’t faithful, and, that if you didn’t
choose to vaccinate, you weren’t faithful. In my opinion, this
kind of religious pressure, criticism or coercion about a very
personal choice is completely irresponsible and amounts to
spiritual abuse, especially from those in a pastoral position.
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I was reminded again of the relevance and importance of the
Christian faith in our world, to provide hope, comfort, and
assistance to those who are struggling, fearful, or angry. And
I was reminded of the example left for us in God’s Word, which
seems to have an answer for every situation, of those in the
early church who lived in the shadow of the Empire and
navigated the same tensions with faithfulness and steadfast
hope. We can learn a lot from them.

Pictured: Sculpture of Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus
Germanicus, Emperor of Rome 24 January AD41 — 13 October AD54

Searching For Identity

“If I find in myself desires nothing in this world will
satisfy. I can only conclude that I was not made for here.” |
C S Lewis

Searching For Identity

I want to confess, at the outset, that as I was attempting to
put down some of the thoughts I wanted to share relating to
identity, my mind ran an internal commentary about myself.
Thoughts such as, “what will people think of me?"“, “how will I
be perceived?", “I wonder if they’ll think ‘this’ thing or
“that’ thing ” ran on loop in my brain. I felt overwhelmed at
the thought of showing up, convinced that I'm extremely flawed
(and therefore inadequate to be sharing anything of value),
anxious about my capacity to sufficiently convey and do
justice to God'’s truths, and wondering, perhaps, at whether
I'm even the most articulate person in the world to be
attempting to do so!

It struck me as really quite ironic that I was wrestling with
my identity as I prepared to write and share about identity! I
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guess it seemed to prove, at least to me, that our identity,
our true identity is something that we have to work hard at
reminding ourselves of and something we all have struggled
with or will struggle with throughout our lives.

I want to refer to a particular quote which I love -
Colossians 1:13

“For He [God] has rescued us from the dominion of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves.” |
Colossians 1:13 (ESV)

How truly life-changing! In becoming disciples of Jesus, we've
also become subjects of his kingdom — living in the sphere
where Jesus rules!

We Are Kingdom People!

I think this is the first important truth we need to know,
believe and establish at our core when we start to think about
our identity and who we are. Before we relate ourselves to
anyone (or anything) else in our lives, we are first and
foremost kingdom people and Jesus 1s our king!

Choosing to be a Christian has its origins in believing the
things about Jesus, in an intellectual sense — who he is and
what he came for — but there’s more to it than that. We are
also choosing to surrender to his guidance and leadership in
our life as a willing subject of God’s designated king. Jesus
has been given all authority in heaven and earth, he has first
claim on our affections, he is the motivating force in our
decisions and the final judge of our soul (Matthew 28:18-20,
Isaiah 9:6, Luke 1:33, Acts 10:36, 1 Corinthians 15:27,
Colossians 1:27, Romans 8:10, Ephesians 3:16, Acts 10:42, John
5:22. 2 Timothy 4:8, James 1:21, 1 Peter 2:25).

Perhaps we need to take a step back and consider the powerful
force that enacted this transfer from the dominion of
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darkness. The motivating force in all of this was love — the
love of an eternal God and the love of a righteous king, who
willingly died for those who were still his enemies. While we
were still in darkness, Jesus died for us. This is the meaning
of ‘saving grace’ — undeserved, unmerited and entirely
outworked without our help or contribution.

“Christianity is not about our disciplined pursuit of God but
about God’s relentless pursuit of us — to the point of Jesus
dying on a cross for us that we might become His friends. The
inexhaustible God loves us so intensely that every time we
turn to Him after wandering from His love for us, all heaven
breaks out in a thunderous celebration (Luke 15:7)

Most of us believe this intellectually. This is the message of
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Experiencing this
infinite love in our hearts, however, is another matter. The
sinister voices of the surrounding world and our pasts are
powerful. They repeat the deeply-held, negative beliefs we may
have learned in our families and cultures growing up:

am a mistake

am a burden

am stupid

am worthless

am not allowed to make mistakes

must be approved of by certain people to feel ok

don’t have the right to experience joy and pleasure

don’t have the right to assert myself and say what I think
and feel

« I don’t have a right to feel

« I am value-based on my intelligence, wealth, and what I do,
not for who I am.

[ ]
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It is astounding how many deeply committed followers of Jesus
would affirm that the preceding statements articulate how they
truly feel about themselves. Like the prodigal son, they are
content to relate to God as hired servants, rather than enjoy
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the full privileges of sons and daughters of our heavenly
Father (Luke 15: 11-21)” — Peter Scazzero

“Whom the Son sets free is free indeed!” | John 8:36 (ESV)

Perhaps we are also more willing at times to relate to God as
slaves still chained in the dominion of darkness than of
kingdom people, set free and redeemed by the Son and the king!

The Process Of Discipleship

Discipleship — being people of the kingdom — is a process that
moves us from being spiritually and emotionally immature
children to being fully mature and developed adults — “people
dedicated to God, and capable and equipped for every good
work.” (2 Timothy 3:17, NET).

This process of discipleship is a principle-centered,
character-based, “inside out” approach to developing our
authentic self in Christ. It means to start first with
ourselves; even more fundamentally, to start with the most
inside part of self — our core — and to honestly analyse our
paradigms, our character, and our motives and to realign those
with the king we are serving, with the master we are
following.

I think a lot of us struggle with having a clear sense of who
we are, and our Christian life is often theory rather than
practice, layering over our core, rather than challenging
ourselves to examine what lies at the heart of us. This
process of layering — creating and developing a false self
over the top of core emotional truths — ensures that we remain
entrapped and enslaved to ‘the old man’, rather than liberated
in Jesus as a new creation.

It takes courage to decide to live differently, to follow
Jesus into the unknown and to be committed to emotional and
spiritual reality. It takes courage to define ourselves by how
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God sees us — deeply loved, despite our flaws and to live from
that basis of grace in our Christian discipleship.

“Define yourself radically as one beloved by God. This 1is the
true self. Every other identity is an illusion.” | Brennan
Manning

I'd really like to encourage us all, but especially those of
you who might be really struggling with identity right now 1in
your life, to give real attention to developing your authentic
self in Jesus.

1. Pay attention to your interior (the “heart of you”) in
silence and solitude.

2. Find trusted companions to help you along the way.

3. Move out of your comfort zone.

4. Pray for courage.

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
God’'s children. Our existence is now framed by Christ’s life —
who is a life-giving Spirit (Romans 8:16).

Here are some core, emotional truths that we can believe and
take deep into our hearts, as much-loved children of God: We
are created in God’'s own image (Genesis 1:27), the crowning
glory of His creative work (Psalm 8:5). We are incredibly
unique and known intimately by God (Psalm 139:13-16) and we
are more valuable to Him than many sparrows (Matthew 10:31).
Even when we have travelled far from His spirituality (Romans
3:23), He loved the world so much He sent His son to die for
us (John 3:16). While we were still ‘at enmity’ with Him, He
reached out to reconcile us back to Him (Romans 5:8-10). His
grace, not our sin, has the final word in our position before
Him (Romans 5:20). Those who step into His grace are saved
(Romans 10:13), we are born-again (1 Peter 1:3), adopted as
God’'s children and positioned as His heirs (Ephesians 1:5, 1
John 3:2, Romans 8:16-17). We belong to God and He loves us
with the love of a perfect Father (John 14:18, 1 John 3:1).
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“.This is my [Paul’s] prayer. That God, the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the all-glorious Father, will give you
spiritual wisdom and the insight to know more of Him: that
you may receive that inner illumination of the Spirit which
will make you realise how great is the hope to which He 1is
calling you—the magnificence and splendour of the inheritance
promised to Christians—and how tremendous 1is the power
available to us who believe in God. That power is the same
divine power which was demonstrated in Christ when He raised
him from the dead and gave him the place of supreme honour 1in
Heaven—a place that is infinitely superior to any conceivable
command, authority, power or control, and which carries with
it a name far beyond any name that could ever be used in this
world or the world to come.” | Ephesians 1:18-21, JB Phillips

If you are struggling with your identity as a disciple or want
to understand more about God’s work of grace in your life (and
how that causes radical transformation), I would highly
recommend reading the following two books: “What’s So Amazing
About Grace” by Phillip Yancey and “Emotionally Healthy
Spirituality” by Peter Scazzero.

The Christian life isn’t always easy and the next step isn’t
always clear. Sometimes we need courage to take that step and
sometimes we just need to stand still and watch God go to work
for us.

This article was first published on 27 April 2020

The War On Gender
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(Not a reader? Take a listen instead i)

There's a troubling trend arising in our postmodern age, an
era that has also given rise to ‘post-truth’. New information
platforms, social upheaval and the overabundance of global
communication networks are giving this idea traction and we’re
seeing it take root and grow, with potentially devastating
consequences.

This is the generation that has unequivocally waged war on
‘gender’*,

Firstly, What Is Post Truth?

Post-truth can be summarised in the following way:

“Truth, many will assert, 1s merely subjective — in reality,
there 1is no such thing as ‘truth’, or ‘the truth’, only
‘“truths’; plural. These are felt differently by individuals
and are as real and as true as each other. All emotions,
thoughts, feelings or beliefs are correct, inasmuch as the
person feels or believes them to be true. Validity and public
opinion 1s based on emotional appeals, not necessarily
connected to factual or provable information. In fact, facts
themselves are potentially viewed as restrictive, negative,
pessimistic, anti-society, or phobic in nature. “Post-truth
i1s the burial of objective facts under an avalanche of
emotional and personal belief. Post-truth is not only about
winning votes, siding with friends, or dealing with political
foes. It has more sinister effects. It is a gaslighting
exercise.” | (The Conversation).

The History Of Post-Truth

“More than 30 years ago, academics started to discredit
“truth” as one of the “grand narratives” which clever people
could no longer bring themselves to believe in. Instead of
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“the truth”, which was to be rejected as naive and/or
repressive, a new intellectual orthodoxy permitted only
“truths” — always plural, frequently personalised, inevitably
relativised.” | The Conversation

Post-truth discourse includes communication which is simply
hot air, often a clever mix of nonsense, humour, and boldly
presumptive assertions. It all sounds impressive but is never
based on factual objective examination of a subject. The
‘importance of truth’ may be talked about a lot, as part of
these conversations, to lend credibility to the statements or
claims.

“The proponents of post-truth communication relish things
unsaid. Their bluff and bluster 1is designed not only to
attract public attention. It simultaneously hides from public
attention things (such as growing inequalities of wealth, the
militarisation of democracy and the accelerating death of
non-human species) that it doesn’t want others to notice, or
that potentially arouse suspicions of the style and substance
of post-truth politics. This engendered silence 1is not just
the aftermath or “leftover” of post-truth communication.
Every moment of post-truth communication using words backed
by signs and text is actively shaped by what is unsaid, or
what 1s not sayable.” | The Conversation

How Post-Truth And The War On Gender Are
Connected

The war on gender seems to fall squarely in the camp of post-
truth proponents.

We're seeing more and more, in the media, 1in public
conversation, in our schools and communities, the push for a
redefining of what is meant by ‘gender’ — to the point where
facts and provable science relating to human biology are being
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discounted or ignored.

Gender has traditionally been agreed to be determined at

fertilisation and confirmed (assigned) at birth. Broadly
speaking, and in normal fetal development, there will be 23
pairs of chromosomes (46 in total), one of which are a pair of
sex chromosomes (either X or Y). One X chromosome is always
required. Two of the same sex chromosomes (XX) means the
foetus is female. Two different chromosomes (one X and one Y)
means the foetus is male.

Despite seeing gender clearly defined all around us as
distinct and fixed (male or female), gender is now being
described as ‘fluid’ or even non-existent. Descriptions such
as ‘non-binary, ‘genderqueer’, ‘transitional’ or ‘transgender’
are common-place. In fact, there are now over 53 recognised
and accepted terms used to describe gender now found in our
vocabulary.

Men and women are different in many ways. These differences
include both biological phenotypes and psychological traits
Some of these differences are influenced by environmental
factors. Yet, there are fundamental differences between the
sexes that are rooted in biology.

“Of particular interest are sex differences that have been
identified in the brain. Although the brains of men and women
are highly similar, they show consistent differences that
have important implications for each sex. That is, brain sex
differences uniquely affect biochemical processes, may
contribute to the susceptibility to specific diseases, and
may 1influence specific behaviours. Such biological
differences should never be used to justify discrimination or
sexism.” | US National Library of Medicine

A recent conclusion by Professor Robert Plomin of Kings
College London, drawn from 45 years of research and hundreds
of studies, is that “the single most important factor in each
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and every one of us — the very essence of our individuality -
is our genetic makeup, our DNA.”

Yet ‘gender’, determined at the level of our DNA, 1s being
increasingly thought of as ‘fluid’ or unfixed. ‘Gender’ can
also be used to mean ‘gender identity’, now considered to be a
spectrum on which you can decide, on any given day, which you
‘feel’ you are.

“And then I found that gender can have fluidity, which 1is
quite different from ambiguity. If ambiguity is a refusal to
fall within a prescribed gender code, then fluidity is the
refusal to remain one gender or another. Gender fluidity is
the ability to freely and knowingly become one or many of a
limitless number of genders, for any length of time, at any
rate of change. Gender fluidity recognises no borders or
rules of gender.” | Kate Bornstein, Gender Outlaw: 0On Men,
Women and the Rest of Us, 1994 (emphasis is ours)

The idea that gender isn’t rigid and fixed but rather a
choice, based on feelings, is put forward as the higher ideal
of utopian society:

“Ideally, we’d live in a world where everyone could exist as
whatever gender they are without constantly having to explain
or defend themselves. In a world like that, we might not have
to put a name to a gender. But that’s not where we’re at
right now. Instead, we live in a world where gender defaults
to man or woman, and society at large rarely talks about
genders that exist outside of that binary.” | Refinery29

Parents are being applauded for raising their children as
‘non-gender’ or ‘gender-neutral’ (they’ll decide when they’re
older) or withholding announcing the gender of their child at
birth (as if stating a biological truth is a negative). Even
asking the most natural of questions (‘did you have a boy or a
girl?‘) has become potentially fraught with disapproval.



Gender Dysmorphic Disorder And Gender
Reassignment Surgery

Reading through the statistics regarding children and gender
issues is alarming, to say the least. In the UK, children as
young as four are being referred for gender reassignment
surgery, with 50 children a week visiting a GP to discuss
gender.

“Figures suggest a record number of kids now believe they
were born in the wrong body and are being sent for
controversial treatment.” — The Sun

Children 11 and older are being prescribed powerful hormones
to stunt puberty in preparation for future gender reassignment
surgery.

Closer to home, in Australia, an estimated 45,000 school-aged
children (1.2%) are thought to identify as transgender. Being
transgender or gender diverse 1s now considered to be “part of
the natural spectrum of human diversity.”

“Gender may be the most important dimension of human
variation, whether that is either desirable, or inevitable.
In every society, male and female children are raised
differently and acquire different expectations, and
aspirations, for their work lives, emotional experiences, and
leisure pursuits. These differences may be shaped by how
children are raised but gender reassignment, even early 1in
life, 1is difficult, and problematic. Reassignment 1in
adulthood 1is even more difficult.” | Psychology Today

In the mid-twentieth century, John Money, Ph.D. helped
establish the views on the psychology of gender identities and
roles. In his academic work, Money argued in favour of the
increasingly mainstream idea that gender was a societal
construct, malleable from an early age.
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John Money'’s ill-advised experiment in gender identity however
proved ultimately disastrous for identical twins, Bruce (later
David) and Brian Reimer. Reading through the twins’ story and
the outcome of Money’s interventions 1is difficult and
disturbing.

“After a botched procedure for circumcision at six months
resulted in severely damaged genitals, and on the advice of
John Money, Bruce Reimer’s parents decided to raise Bruce as
a girl. Physicians at the Johns Hopkins Hospital removed
Reimer’s testes and damaged penis, and constructed a
vestigial vulvae and a vaginal canal 1in their place. The
physicians also opened a small hole in Reimer’s lower abdomen
for urination. Following his gender reassignment surgery,
Reimer was given the first name Brenda, and his parents
raised him as a girl. He received estrogen during adolescence
to promote the development of breasts. Throughout his
childhood, Reimer was not informed about his male biology.
When he was fourteen, Reimer began the process of
reassignment to being a male. In adulthood, Reimer reported
that he suffered psychological trauma due to Money’s
experiments, which Money had used to justify sexual
reassignment surgery for children with intersex** or damaged
genitals since the 1970s. As an adult, he married a woman but
depression, and drug abuse ensued, culminating in suicide at
the age of thirty-eight.” | The Embryo Encyclopedia Project

Money’'s ideas about gender identity were forcefully challenged
by Paul McHugh, a leading psychiatrist at the same institution
as Money. The bulk of this challenge came from an analysis of
gender reassignment cases in terms of both motivation and
outcomes.

McHugh denied that reassignment surgery was ever either
medically necessary, or ethically defensible. To bolster his
case, McHugh looked at the clinical outcomes for gender
reassignment surgeries. He concluded:
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“Although transsexuals did not regret their surgery, there
were little or no psychological benefits: They had much the
same problems with relationships, work, and emotions, as
before. The hope that they would emerge now from their
emotional difficulties to flourish psychologically had not
been fulfilled.” | Paul McHugh, Ph.D

There is no doubt that there is a marked increase in children,
young adults and adults who are distressed with their assigned
gender. Gender dysphoria is a real and observable phenomenon.
Yet surely gender reassignment is not the solution, but simply
a band-aid approach to a deeper, far greater and more serious
issue.

Intelligent Design: Let’s Talk About God

“He created them male and female and blessed them. And he
named them “Mankind” when they were created.” | Genesis 5:2
(NIV)

The Bible, once considered a verifiable source and its author,
the intelligent designer of all creation, states that
humanity’s genders were clearly defined from the beginning -
as male and female. Bible language, throughout all 66 books,
confirms this by using specific pronouns such as ‘he’ and
‘she’ — gender-specific and certainly not ambiguous. Jesus
himself believed and confirmed the Genesis record in Matthew
19:4 (also Mark 10:6), saying “Haven’t you read that at the
beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female.'”

The differences between the genders are unique and
distinctive, both designed by God with purpose in mind (Titus
2:1-5, 1 Peter 3:7) (1 Timothy 3:1 — 4:16). Both genders are
intrinsically valuable and precious to God, and we see His
characteristics displayed by the perfect merging of both the
masculine and feminine traits. These distinct genders are the
fundamental building blocks of God’s creation and are part of
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God’'s plan for His family. His definition of marriage (Genesis
2:24) and the procreation of the species (Genesis 1:28) is the
natural outcome of the union of male and female and clearly
supports the biological truth embedded in our DNA.

The diversity found in humanity is to be celebrated at the
same time as the definitive nature of our gender is to be
applauded.

Furthermore, the church (the ‘body of Christ’) is described in
poetic language as a bride (female), with Christ as the groom
(male) (Ephesians 5:22-33); the symbolic language echoing the
reality of human biology.

“While technically God’s design for man and woman may not be
a salvation truth, practically it is indispensable for every
person to know and experience in order to live their lives as
followers of Christ in this world, as beings created by God
as male or female by design and for a purpose.” — Crossways

Yet, the rejection of a Creator, of intelligent and purposeful
design or a greater purpose at work, leads to the inevitable
outcomes that we are seeing take root in today’s society. We
are being encouraged to believe that there is no truth, only
truths (each individual’s truth as true as any other), and
subjective at that. Definitions and boundaries are deemed to
be outdated and irrelevant.

And it seems gender won’t be the only casualty to result from
the post-truth era — reason and the pursuit of knowledge and
understanding are being lost in the clamour of opinion and
emotional verification and in their place we find an epidemic
of narcissism, arrogance and cynicism.

“Come now, and let us reason together”, God says in Isaiah.
Although His ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts
higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8-9), He encourages humans in the
pursuit of knowledge, He takes pleasure in the reasoning of
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the human mind and the desire of mankind to understand the
intricacies He has created.

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a
matter is the glory of kings.” | Proverbs 25:2

Paul McHugh, Ph.D Has The Final Word

“In a [recent] interview from his home in Baltimore, where he
still sees patients, McHugh explained that the “duty of all
doctors who propose a treatment is to know the nature of the
problem they propose to treat. The issue of transgender
[people] 1is, the vast majority coming for surgery now don’t
have a biological reason but a psychosocial reason.” While
McHugh successfully lobbied for more than 30 years to keep
gender-reassignment surgery from becoming a Medicare benefit,
he supports the operation for those born with an intersex**
condition, which means having a reproductive or sexual
anatomy that doesn’t fall into the typical definition of male
or female. People with abnormalities of development should be
helped to find their place as they see it best,” McHugh said.
“But they are a tiny number of the transgender population
seeking and being given treatment.” | The Washington Post

I recognise that this is a controversial topic and one that
is being fiercely debated, all around the world and from both
points of view. I also acknowledge that my opinions and
thoughts on the matter are obviously based on a certain
worldview and my belief in an intelligent designer (God), and
that you, the reader, may not share these views. This article
is not intended to be offensive or divisive in nature, but
rather to open a channel of respectful conversation about a
subject that is deeply important to many people. I do not
encourage discrimination, hate-speech or sexism towards
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anyone, at any time, but, particularly in this instance,
towards anyone who does not share this point of view.

*Historically, ‘gender’ and ‘sex’ are words used to describe
and define the anatomical and physiological differences
between men and women. Modern terminology uses ‘sex’ to refer
to biological characteristics and ‘gender’ to refer to the
individual’s and society’s perceptions of sexuality and the
concepts of masculinity and femininity. This article is using
‘gender’ and ‘sex’, as defined in the historical sense.

**This article also purposely does not address or discuss the
issues surrounding chromosomal abnormalities or intersex
conditions.

This article was first published 18 September 2018

Radical Social Change: A
Letter To Philemon

“Injustice: unfairness, unjust act, Unfair: not equitable or

honest, not impartial or according to rules, society:
organised and interdependent community, system and
organisation of this” — The Australian Oxford Dictionary,
Third Edition

The issue of social injustice* has always been one that is
close to my heart. It’s something that I like to talk to my
kids about often, to try to impress upon them just how
fortunate they are in many aspects of their life. They live in
a modern, western country and are possessors of freedoms and
rights still not available to many other peoples of the world.
My daughters, particularly, have 1liberties still not
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accessible to many other girls and women. And on the delicate
subject of race, my children haven’t had to endure the
criticism or racial bigotry experienced by those who clearly
display the truth of their indigenous ancestry by the colour
of their skin (and who have been and are still being treated
unjustly because of it).

Historically, social injustice has often been tolerated or,
even worse, promoted on the basis of prejudice and erroneously
applied religious doctrine. Religious intolerance has fuelled
many of this world’s wars and God has been made the
“scapegoat” for much of what is the worst of humanity.

One only needs to look, for example, at the founding document
of the devoutly Christian American nation, the Declaration of
Independence, to see that what people say and what people do
are often two quite different things.

The statement in the second paragraph, “We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Happiness” did not prelude American citizens from denying
those same rights to thousands of men and women during the
infamous period of slavery, based simply on the colour of
their skin.

Mistreatment of slaves was further bolstered by their ignorant
and prejudicial application of Bible passages. It took nearly
250 years for the official practice of human trafficking and
slavery to be abolished in America and yet the affects of
slavery are still felt and are at work today in many parts of
America, and indeed the world.

Social injustice, however, is not just an American problem, or
a historical problem. It’s a world problem, manifested in many
different ways, and is still a very relevant conversation for
modern times.
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“Over and over again, in the history of the world, man has
made life into chaos.” — Oswald Chambers

What Does God Have To Say About Social
Injustice?

God, the creator of all, made all equal. The only difference
commented on in Genesis, at the creation of humanity, was our
genders — both uniquely special and individually reflective of
God’'s glory. We're told throughout the Bible that God makes no
distinction between people based on their social status
(Jeremiah 22:3), their ethnicity (Acts 10: 34-35), or their
gender (Galatians 3:28).

In fact, we’'re told that God is just, fair, and completely
impartial (Deuteronomy 10:17, Romans 2:11). He despises
mistreatment, discrimination or prejudicial treatment:

“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring
justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.” | Isaiah
1:17 (ESV)

“This 1is what the LORD Almighty said: ‘Administer true
justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. Do not
oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the
poor. Do not plot evil against each other” | Zechariah 7:9-10
(NIV)

“Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with
righteous judgment.” | John 7:24 (NIV)

This impartiality is thrown into sharp relief against the
story found in the letter to Philemon.

Philemon, squeezed between the epistle to Titus and the letter
to the Hebrews, is often overlooked and under-read. But it is



a truly astonishing and socially radical exposition of exactly
how God views all men and women. It tackles the serious and
often difficult shift in thinking that is required and shows
that belief in and love of God must affect our relationships
with others in positive ways and with complete impartiality.

Sometimes, these effects are profound and far-reaching, as in
the case of Philemon.

Who Was Philemon?

Philemon was a wealthy, Christian slave owner, living 1in
Colosse, a city which 1is now in modern Turkey. The area of
Asia Minor was a huge melting pot of ethnicities and also one
of the first areas to flourish with converts to the new
religion of Christianity. Overlaying this was the fact that
this area was part of the hugely expansive Roman Empire, at
the height of its glory and, as such, was subject to Roman law
and Roman customs.

In many cities in the Roman Empire, up to 30% of the

population were slaves. They undertook the bulk of the work
required to keep the empire running and were considered to be
the legal property of their owners. There were some rules
against cruelty, but we would recognise them as the equivalent
of ‘animal rights’, certainly not as human rights. Owners,
like Philemon, essentially had the right to treat slaves
however they wanted.

Who Was Onesimus?

Typically, a slave would take on the religion of his or her
master and Onesimus, the subject of the letter to Philemon,
was one such slave. Having converted to Christianity, he then,
at some point, fled his master’s household and travelled
hundreds of miles to where Paul was, the heart of the empire
itself, to Rome. Rome differed from Greek city-states in that
freed slaves were allowed to become citizens and perhaps this
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was Onesimus’ objective in seeking out Rome.

The testimony of a slave could not be accepted in a Roman
Court and they had no rights at all under the law. A master
could punish a slave, however he wanted, and punishments
included branding, scourging, torture or death. The punishment
for a runaway slave was often branding in the forehead and the
deliberate breaking of bones or joints.

This was Onesimus’ expected fate, under Roman law, and
Philemon had every right, as a master and Roman citizen, to
enforce such punishment.

Jesus Changes Our Culture

Paul’s letter, however, is full of warm entreaty on behalf of
Onesimus. He reminds Philemon that God’s rule of love
transcends any man-made law and that, in Jesus, both slave and
master are equal. They are considered brothers, both children
of a Heavenly Father. Paul was sending Onesimus back to
Philemon, not as just a slave, but as family.

Paul tells Philemon to add any debt owed by Onesimus to his
own account but, in fact, considers it a favour to be done for
Jesus. Paul is more than confident of Philemon’s response and
gives much emphasis to “this faith we hold in common..and that
people recognise Christ in all of it”.

The remarkable transformative power of the Gospel spills from
the words in this letter — showing the dramatic ripple effect
a response to God has in our personal lives. It challenges
everything we do, our belief systems and possibly even
misplaced prejudices about others. It compels us to behave
justly to others, with impartiality, even though the world
around us might not be just or impartial. It compels us to do
better and be better, simply because Jesus is.

The Gospel of Good News often causes radical upheaval in our
own lives as it forces our practices and beliefs to fall into



line with the ideals of a true, loving, and socially just God.

“He’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, what GOD
i1s looking for in men and women. It’s quite simple. Do what
is fair and just to your neighbour, be compassionate and
loyal in your love, and don’t take yourself too seriously —
take God seriously.” | Micah 6:8 (The Message)

*In this article, “social injustice” is used in conjunction
with the dictionary definitions noted at the beginning. Social
injustice can be considered to fall into two categories, which
are often inter-connected. These categories are defined as
‘Inter-Social Treatment’ and ‘Unequal Government Regulation’.
“Inter-Social Treatment involves unequal treatment of a
group(s) of people within the local and regional scale. The
basis for this unequal treatment is usually due to a personal
belief about that group(s): Unequal Government Regulations are
laws and regulations that purposefully or otherwise,
discriminate a group(s) from the same opportunities and
resources, based on differences that are unique to that
group(s)”

(cited: https://www.pachamama.org/social-justice/social-justic
e-issues) Examples may include: unfair labour practices,
racial, gender, age or ethnicity discrimination, inequality of
health care or education based on certain criteria and to the
worst degree, systematic genocide based on certain criteria.

This article was first published 25 February 2018

David’s Story: God Sees The
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Heart Of Us

David, the shepherd boy-turned-king and famous author of the
Psalms, is perhaps one of the most complex characters in the
Bible. At times, he displays examples of great faith,
leadership and spirituality. Yet, these admirable qualities
are often starkly contrasted against the deplorable choices
and wicked actions for which he was responsible.

How can God have cause to say of him “I have found David, the
son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, who will do all my
will.” (1 Samuel 13:14, Acts 13:22)? How could God say this
about a man whose actions at times seemed deeply in contrast
to the will and character of God himself?

Examining the why of this statement tells us so much about how
God really sees us and, in turn, how we should see ourselves.

God See Beyond The Valleys

In the vast landscape that is our life, there are moments of
grandeur, like lofty mountain peaks. And yet there are valleys
too, times when we find ourselves in low and desperate places.
These are the times when we find ourselves making poor choices
or bad decisions or, like David, being responsible for actions
that are completely wrong and offensive to God.

Among the list of David’s failures is found adultery (2 Samuel
11:4) and murder (2 Samuel 11:15). He was less than an
exemplary example as a father (2 Samuel 13:15-22), and at
times, as a king. It could be difficult to see what God saw or
loved about this man, when collating the different snapshots
of his life.

It seems contradictory that the very thing that God commended
David for — his heart — is the very place in which these evil
choices find their root.
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“For out of the heart come evil thoughts: murder, adultery,
sexual 1immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” -
Matthew 15:19, NLT

Yet God sees beyond the valleys. He deciphers the intentions
of our heart and looks past the lapses in our spirituality or
even those sins we find most heinous. In a certain sense, our
mistakes matter 1less than our motivations. He 1is more
interested in who we can become than in who we are now and
this is exactly what He saw in David, the potential and the
will to do better and to be better.

This is why He was able to look into David’'s heart and see
something of Himself there.

That David was considerably flawed is unquestionable. His love
for God, however, is not. His ability to be deeply touched by
truth and show genuine remorse for his wrongdoings is what God
loved about him. That he wanted to do right, even though he
often didn’t, is what God took notice of. He displayed a truly
penitent response when confronted with the reality of his
decisions and his many psalms are evidence of his beautiful,
contrite spirit.

Despite Our Flaws, God Still Loves Us

The Bible doesn’t seek to gloss over David’'s mistakes. He
could have been easily painted in quite a different light;
recorded for history as a glowing example of virtue and
goodness. Yet he wasn’t and that, in itself, is telling.

God wants us to learn something very important from David’s
life, his choices and his mistakes. God wants us to learn that
despite all our flaws and weaknesses or even despite the worst
things we may have done, God is able to see into our hearts
and love us for who we really are.

We see God’s love displayed in the most ultimate way by the



provision of His son as the saviour of mankind. God didn’t
send His son to die for a world of righteous men and women. In
actuality, God knew how deeply flawed the human race was, yet
still He sent Jesus to die for humanity. He knew what we could
become and what He hoped we would become, and that was enough.

“For at just the right time, while we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly. It is rare indeed for anyone to
die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might
possibly dare to die. But God proves His love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” — Romans
5:5-7, NIV

Does this mean that we can do what we like, because God loves
us anyway? Not at all. Paul the Apostle answers this question
in Romans 6:1-2 where he says “0Of course not! How can we who
died as far as sin is concerned go on living in it?”

Just because God will forgive us, doesn’t mean we should
provide Him endless opportunity! Just because God’'s gift of
grace has been given, doesn’t mean we should abuse it.

Choices And Consequences

Did David “get away with” the terrible things he did, just
because God loved him? Absolutely not. God’s universal law of
choice and consequence, established in Eden, still played out
in David’s life.

David suffered great loss, political instability, serious
dysfunction within his family and heartbreaking betrayal by
his peers, as a direct result of his actions. God didn't
shield him from these or remove them from his life, even
though He certainly had the power to do so.

Just like David, we are responsible for the consequences of
our choices and must learn to live with them. Yet, we can be
confident that God can see to the heart of us too. That He 1is
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still working in our lives, despite our failures, to bring us
to Him. And that He alone assesses our motives.

“All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, But the
LORD weighs the motives.” Proverbs 16:2, NKJV

How Should We See Ourselves?

It’'s very easy to judge ourselves from the valley floor. We
may be living with deep regrets about choices and decisions
we’'ve made in the past. We may feel judged by others and feel
that no-one really knows us or understands our motives. We may
even doubt God’s love for us and His ability to forgive us.

The deeply personal message of the Bible is that God does love
us. He doesn’t judge us on our moments of failure or weakness
— He knows and understands that we’re human. He surveys the
landscape of our life, both the highs and lows and is able to
weigh that all in the balance, seeing to the heart of who we
really are.

“Then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive and act;
deal with everyone according to all they do, since you know
their hearts (for you alone know every human heart)” — 1
Kings 8:39, NIV

God doesn’t want us to remain in the valleys. He is ready and
willing to help us climb out of them. We have a remarkable
gift of grace and forgiveness offered to us, through Jesus,
and it is God’'s power in our lives that can bring us up from
the valley floor and on to the mountain heights. Like
David, our hearts will sing the song of ascent:

“I lift up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come
from? My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and
earth.” Psalm 121:1-2
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Paul the Apostle likens the gift of grace to treasure in jars
of clay. This treasure is God’s glorious light that has shone
in our hearts, illuminating what lies within and giving us the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. It’s grace that teaches our hearts to trust God
and relieves our fears. And it’s grace that will lead us home.
Amazing Grace — how sweet the sound! How precious it is!

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this
all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 1
Corinthians 4:7

This article was first published 28 May 2018

The Night Before Tomorrow |
Communion

(Not a reader? Take a listen instead i)

Jesus looked around the table at the closest of his disciples
gathered with him, their faces reflected in the warmth of the
candlelight. It was early spring, and the nights were still
cool; the disciple whom he loved leaned in a little closer,
although as much for affection as for warmth.

The room was filled with the pungent aroma of bitter herbs,
the freshly baked scent of Matzah, the rich meaty smell of
roasted lamb, and the earthy sweetness of the wine.

They were a diverse and sometimes dissonant group, these
disciples that His Father had given him. Some were initially


https://carrielloydshaw.com/the-night-before-tomorrow/
https://carrielloydshaw.com/the-night-before-tomorrow/

strangers to each other, and others, as natural-born brothers,
knew each other like the back of their hands. They all came to
him from very different social backgrounds and held
diametrically opposed philosophical and political viewpoints.
Rivalries often broke out between them, and yet, in this
largely dissimilar group, they had found unity in him, and in
them, Jesus could see the seeds of the church — his church -
that was soon to be born. These few represented the expansive
and diverse family that God would build through him, for the
glory of His name and in pursuit of His purpose.

But the next few days would be very hard on these little sheep
of his and they were to be tested like never before.

Jesus had celebrated Passover with his family for as long as
he could remember; with his mother, Mary, his adoptive father,
Joseph, and his brothers and sisters. Often, other families in
their neighbourhood had piled into the single, 1large,
comfortable room of their simple stone-and-mortar home to join
them. He remembers the time that it had been his turn, as the
youngest at the table, to ask the Mah Nishtanah — the four
questions, each one beginning with “How 1is this night
different from all other nights?”

On all other nights, we eat chameitz and matzah. Why on this
night, only matzah?

On all other nights, we eat all vegetables. Why, on this
night, maror?

On all other nights, we don’t dip even once. Why on this night
do we dip twice?

On all other nights, we eat either sitting upright or
reclining. Why on this night do we all recline?

Everything on the table had represented something. Everything
eaten with the humble dinnerware had told a story. The asking
had then prompted a dramatic retelling of Israel’s liberation



from slavery in Egypt many hundreds of years before; a night
that was forever etched in Jewish memory, a night of blood and
fire, death and deliverance. The account of their exodus and
deliverance had been retold ever since, 1in song and story, and
especially now on this night of the year; so that they might
never forget who they were, to whom they belonged, and to whom
they owed their freedom.

Gathering now with his disciples to celebrate Passover once
again, Jesus understood, as no one else did, the true
significance of what was symbolised by this festival and what
kind of deliverance God had always had in mind. Turning to his
disciples, his voice warm with feeling, Jesus said “I have
earnestly desired to eat this with you before I suffer.”

It was the night before tomorrow and this was to be his last
Passover.

The Story Of Redemption

Passover was a festive meal, celebrating Jewish freedom from
bondage but it was also a powerful metaphor for a greater
story of deliverance that God would one day enact on behalf of
the world. It told the important and significant story about
Jesus, long before his arrival, and the work that he would
come to do on behalf of humanity — the story of redemption.

Jesus now takes this commemorative Passover meal, already
1,500 years old by this time and full of ancient symbology and
meaning, and repurposes it in order to institute his ‘new
covenant’. This new covenant would supersede the old and would
be a covenant for everyone, not just Jews. In Jesus, all the
families of the earth would be blessed and this covenant’s
promise would be sure, sealed by the body and blood of Jesus
himself.

Known by many different names today (‘the breaking of bread’,
‘the table of the Lord’', ‘communion’, ‘the eucharist’, or ‘the



Lord’s supper’), this ‘new covenant’ meal is a sacred reminder
of a significant historical event; deliverance and new life
through the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Participating together in communion, Christians recount to one
another their own stories of deliverance, asking, as it were,
“How is this night different from all other nights?” They eat
bread and drink wine together, blessing the name of the Lord
and celebrating life and resurrection. There are few things
more important or significant for Christians to share
together.

Bread, the staple of life, is broken and shared, as Jesus once
did for his disciples. In this bread is symbolised urgency,
imminent death, and sacrifice; but also unity, commonality,
and community.

Wine is poured and passed around; representing new life, joy,
blessing, sanctification, and grace, flowing from Jesus’ own
life to ours.

When we eat the bread and drink the wine, we recount, one to
another, what the Lord has done for us in his death and the
new life that is promised to us in his resurrection. We do
this, as often as we do this, in remembrance and celebration
of him.

“I take the bread of life
Broken for all my sin
Your body crucified
To make me whole again
I will recall the cup
Poured out in sacrifice
To trade this sinner’s end
For Your new covenant
Hallelujah
I'll live my life in remembrance
Hallelujah



Your promise I won’t forget”

Remembrance | Hillsong Worship

The First Communion

Many Christians no longer regularly celebrate communion. For
many churches, communion has become highly ritualised and
ceremonial. For some churches, communion has become exclusive,
offered only to their own members.

Yet communion is an important part of our Christian life, as
members of Jesus’ body and God’'s family. It is a key element
in our fellowship with one another. It is Jesus’ covenant with
each one of us and the price of it was his own blood.

The first communion is, at its core, a deliverance story in
which all Christians share. It’'s a tale of liberation from
darkness and the life that is found in Jesus. It’'s a reminder
and a witness that, in Jesus, God is saving, rescuing,
atoning, justifying, ruling, and reconciling people for the
glory of His name, all in pursuit of His purpose. Sharing the
meal of communion powerfully connects each member of Jesus’
church to one another as they acknowledge their commonality in
him, who is the 1life force that unites the church and whose
love birthed it into being.

The first communion speaks clearly to us of sacrifice,
freedom, belonging, and resurrection. It smells like bitter
herbs and warm bread and sounds like singing and the familiar
clatter of dinnerware. It takes place in homes, green spaces,
sidewalk cafes and church buildings, hospitals and office
spaces, on beaches, and in parks.

Its most defining feature is Jesus and the remembrance of him
by those who are his.

It brings real people, diverse and divided in life, into
common union together, into relationship, into the sweaty,



messy, untidy reality that is the church, not because they are
worthy, but because Jesus died for them and that is enough.

It's significant that Jesus connects the institution of
communion — which speaks of his sacrifice and death, motivated
by love — with the importance of his followers showing his
love by loving one another. At the end of their meal, he gives
them a ‘new commandment’, to live by once he is gone:

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.
By this, all people will know that you are my disciples if
you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

By loving one another as he has loved them, all the world will
know that they are his disciples. The world will see your love
for each other and know, without even having to ask, that you
are followers of the king.

How we love, as Christians, therefore, is either a powerful
witness to the truth and reality of the risen king and our
allegiance to him; or a public denial of our belief in the
king and his ability to truly transform our hearts. By not
loving as the king loves, we demonstrate for all to see that
the ruler of this world still controls us; that we are
allowing this rule to flourish in our lives and govern our
actions towards others.

Real faith in the king is more than the words we say, the
emotions we feel, ideas we debate, or a truth we believe. Real
faith is something we do; expressed in visible ways, deeply
rooted in and flowing from this focused centre; that “one man
died for everyone.”

Celebrating communion is neither an optional nor exclusive
event, for some Christians only, but an essential and
embracing reality for all Christians; regularly bringing all
of God’s family together in celebration.
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It's a powerful reminder of who we are, to whom we belong, and
to whom we owe our freedom.

Walking With God

(Not a reader? Take a listen instead i)

“He has told you, 0 human, what is good; And what does the
LORD require of you, but to do justice, to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God.” | Micah 6:8 NAS 1977

Knowing And Being Known

At the heart of us all is a deep desire to be known; to be so
intimately connected with another person that it’s as if we
are no longer two people but one — ‘a single soul dwelling in
two bodies.’' There are many of us who are lucky enough to
experience that kind of affinity with another person; sharing
empathy, support and kinship in a close human relationship
like no other. Qur experience of marriage, that of committing
to another person and them to us, is one of the most intimate
and fulfilling relationships we will have in this life.

Yet nothing will compare to knowing and being known by the One
who has breathed life into us, animating our flesh and bone
and ‘in whom we have our very being.'’

God intended that humanity would seek Him, reach out for him
and desire to be close to Him in relationship. He 1is not far
from each one of us, as near as the tongue in our mouth, as
close as the heart in our chest. (Acts 17:28, Romans 10:8)
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In moments of quiet worship, in stirring songs of devotion, in
times of disappointment, heartache and despair, the emotions
that overwhelm our hearts all serve to propel us towards
seeking and loving the One who rings our hearts like a bell.
(Abraham Heschel)

Our days are numbered, yet we were made to walk with God.
Perhaps we all feel that pull and longing, in the secret
places of our hearts, to return to the place in the beginning,
to the cool shade of the garden, where God once walked with
us.

A Perfect Eden

In that garden, in the beginning, Adam and Eve were in close
relationship with their Creator. The world that existed at
that time was ‘very good’, a perfect Eden where God’'s glory
shone softly between the tall, slim trees and Heaven and Earth
were as one. In the middle of the garden, grew two trees; the
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree of Life.
From one tree Adam and Eve could freely eat, but the other was
forbidden to them, prohibited from being eaten and not even to
be touched. Life, and life abundantly, flowed from one and
certain death would be the result of eating from the other.

It was such a small thing, only one bite, and yet the result
of their disobedience was catastrophic. The evil of sin
entered God’s good world, and would eventually spread like a
dark, cancerous mass across the surface of the earth.

A sentence of death was passed, not just to Adam and Eve, but
to all who would come after them. The way to the garden — to
the place where God had once walked with them — was barred.
The oneness with God that had existed before sin entered the
world had been broken and a great chasm now lay between the
Creator and His children.
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A Communion Of The Heart

This expression, “walking with God” is used often in the Bible
and means, ‘not merely God’s knowledge of a person, but also a
person’s response to God. Practical obedience, along with a
communion of heart and will, are described as “walking with”
or “before God."” (Genesis 5:22; Genesis 6:9; Genesis 17:1;
Psalm 56:13; Psalm 116:9)’ (Elliots Commentary)

The first person that we’'re told ‘walked with God’' after the
catastrophe that unfolded in the garden was a man named Enoch
(Genesis 5:21-24). Chapter 11 of the book of Hebrews, a famous
chapter cataloguing many faithful individuals, tells us that
Enoch was taken from this life and didn’t experience death.
The commendation of him was of “one who pleased God” (Hebrews
11:5). The word used for walk in the commentary on Enoch’s
life in Genesis means, in Hebrew ‘to come, go, walk’. It
carries the idea of coming and going with God — that is, that
Enoch was in complete union with God and agreement about where
they were going together. He walked alongside God on a daily
basis, going here and there in life but always at God’'s side.

This idea of ‘being at God’s side or being near to God’ being
related to faith is recognised by Paul the Apostle in his
thoughts about Enoch (Hebrews 11:6). He verbalises what 1is
surely a connection between the two ideas: “And without faith
it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to
God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who
seek Him"” (Hebrews 11:5-6, ESV). Walking with God, Paul seems
to be making clear, is synonymous with a ‘faith that pleases
God'.

“Can two walk together without agreeing where to go?” | Amos

3:3, BSB

“Will, then, God walk with a person, guiding, shielding,
strengthening him, if that person is not in harmony with Him?



He (Amos) illustrates the truths that all effects have causes,
and that from the cause you can infer the effect. The “two”
(here) are God’s judgment and the prophet’s word. These do not
coincide by mere chance, no more than two persons pursue in
company the same end without previous agreement. The prophet
announces God’s judgment because God has commissioned him; the
prophet is of one mind with God, therefore the Lord is with
him, and confirms his words.” (Elliot’s Commentary)

An Invitation To Deeper Relationship

Abraham, called the friend of God (James 2:23), was summoned
deeper into relationship by the invitation of God to ‘walk
with Him’

“I am God Almighty, walk before me faithfully and be
blameless.” | Genesis 17:1, NIV

Abraham is known not only as the friend of God but also as the
father of faith, demonstrating the reality that ‘walking with
God’ and the action of faith in our Christian lives is one and
the same thing.

Faith is what brings us to that place of being ‘put right with
God’ but it’'s faith, meshed with action, that really brings us
into a full relationship with Him. The all-encompassing
meaning of belief is intrinsically linked with the actions
that back it up — seamless believing and doing. It’s not the
doing that makes us right, but it’s impossible to show our
faith, without the doing.

The apostle James, in his letter to the believers, tells them
that separating belief from action is like separating a body
from the life force or spirit within — all that'’s left is a
corpse. (James 2:18-26). As Eugene Peterson so aptly puts 1it,
“Wisdom 1is not primarily knowing the truth, although it
certainly includes that; it is skill in living. For, what good
is a truth if we don’t know how to live it? What good 1is an
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intention if we can’t sustain 1it?“

It's faith, coupled with action — believing and doing — that
elevated Abraham from being not just a father of faith but
also the friend of God — participant in a close and intimate
relationship of knowing and being known.

The Psalmist also spoke of the comfort of knowing and being
known — that God’'s presence was always at his side.

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear
no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they
comfort me.” | Psalm 23:4, NIV

‘Walking with God’' means simply that we are God's people. We
are intimately known by Him and He is known by us. This is a
relationship where God’s presence is truly living with us and
we are walking alongside Him, each and every day of our lives.

A Promise Of Reconciliation

This has always been the comforting promise from God to His
people (Leviticus 26:12, Deuteronomy 10:12, 1 John 1:7),
firstly to the nation of Israel and then flowing and expanding
outward from Israel to include all of humanity in the new
covenant:

“I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be My
people.” | Leviticus 26:12, NLT

“I will make my home among them. I will be their God, and
they will be my people.” | Ezekiel 37:27, NLT

“For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I
will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their
God, and they will be my people.” | 2 Corinthians 6:16, ESV
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Jesus was the exact representation of God and the very imprint
of His nature (Hebrews 1:3, John 14:10-11), the Word-made-
flesh who took up residence amongst us (John 1:1-14).

By knowing him, we could truly know God and the promise of
reconciliation could be seen clearly for the first time; so
close we could reach out and touch it. The morning of that
resurrection, it was as if all the world waited, in breathless
anticipation, for the moment when restored relationship became
a reality and we could once again walk with God.

Through the blood of Jesus, the painful separation between us
and the One who loves us best, has been healed. The ravine of
sin has been bridged and we who were once far off from God,
are brought close again, in perfect, harmonious relationship.

A Life Alongside God

Walking with God is sometimes equated to simply ‘living a
moral life’, but I believe this misses the point.

Firstly, there’s nothing simple about living a perfect, moral
life. And while the Christian life is certainly about trying
to do the right thing, we will actually never achieve a
morally acceptable life. Only Jesus achieved that and it’s
only through his victory that we are conquerors, but certainly
not through our own efforts. Walking with God isn’'t about
achieving perfection, not at the core of it all.

Walking with God is about a life spent alongside God and, as a
result of that choice, producing the kind of faith that 1is
real and pleasing to God. It'’s about relationship; a decision
of the heart to choose the way that God is walking, not our
own, and to pursue that path with Him.

This is a faith that isn’t just a thought or a hope or a list
of unemotive ‘do’s’ or ‘don’ts’ but forward motion in real
communion with God, as a Father and as a Friend. “Walking with
God’ is deeply connected to the idea of having living faith -



that 1is, faith expressed through action, not merely
subscribing to a set of beliefs. It’'s living in the delicately
balanced tension between faith and works and ensuring that the
things we’'re convicted of find real demonstration in our
conduct.

Corinthians confirms that walking with God is by faith (2
Corinthians 5:7) but this is faith demonstrated not just in
saying what we believe but doing what we say we believe.

It isn’t an intellectual exercise — knowing things about God —
but a choice of the heart, intimately knowing God, His
character, His will, His greatness and majesty, and then
choosing humbly to walk alongside Him every moment of our
lives. We’ll get it wrong more often than we’ll get it right,
but we have faith that ‘the blood of Jesus cleanses us from
all sin’ and we have confidence that his sacrifice enables us
to draw close to God and choose relationship again with Him.
This is where conviction and conduct meet in glorious union
and we are truly ‘walking with God’.

“We don’t believe something by merely saying we believe it,
or even when we believe that we believe it. We believe
something when we act as if it were true.” | Dallas Willard
(1935 — 2013)

“It’s possible for a man to spend so much mental energy 1in
discussing and rediscussing the simple element of truth that
he never puts what has learned into practical effect, and
this 1is probably why some people have drawn a fictitious
distinction between matters of morality and what have been
called ‘mere questions of doctrine’. Sound doctrine 1is the
foundation of sound morality and right action is simply right
doctrine in practice. By putting on the whole armour of God,
we must have our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel
of peace. Our shoes are in use every step of the way. We are
not always using the sword of the Spirit to the throwing down



of fleshly strongholds; but we are always walking, whether 1in
war or peace, whether surrounded by the wicked and assailed
by fiery darts, or in the assembly of the saints and hearing
words of cheer. Our ‘walk in life’ covers all this
experience.” | Islip Collyer, Conviction and Conduct (page
97, 106)

On Earth As In Heaven

Awareness of and responding to the love of God is at the heart
of our Christian lives. We are who we are, first and foremost,
because of God revealed in Christ. Because of Jesus, sin has
been defeated and death no longer has the final word. “There’s
nothing more to separate us from the promise, the words of a
living hope.” (This, My Soul | The Gray Havens)

The truth is that ‘walking with God', that beautiful,
expansive, all-enveloping phrase, is what draws us back into
the light, where we can stand naked and unashamed in the glow
of God’s glory. Choosing to walk with God, in a repaired
relationship through Jesus, returns us to that garden, to the
place where everything was ‘very good’ and where every
heartbeat of our life echos to the will and glory of our
Creator.

“How great the chasm that lay between us, how high the
mountain I could not climb. In desperation, I turned to
heaven and spoke Your name into the night. Then through the
darkness, Your loving-kindness tore through the shadows of my
soul. The work is finished, the end is written, Jesus Christ,
my living hope.” | Jesus Christ, My Living Hope, Bethel Music

Two worship songs, in particular, were the inspiration behind



this article. The first, ‘Your Glory’ by All Sons & Daughters,
is a beautiful reminder of the purpose for which we were
created and to which we’re all called. The second, ‘This My
Soul’ by The Gray Havens is a compelling retelling of the
story in the beginning: the perfect peace of Eden, disrupted
by sin, but promised rescue, redemption, and restoration, at
great personal cost, by the Creator Himself.

Shod With The Gospel Of Peace

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will inherit the
earth.” | Matthew 5:9 (ESV)

The Spiritual Warrior

In Ephesians 6, the Apostle Paul gives a striking description
of a person known as the spiritual warrior, a follower of
Jesus who has been powerfully equipped for warfare by the
armour of God Himself. The elements or pieces of armour which
make up ‘the whole armour’ are of God — it is His strength
which believers are armed with and protected by (Ephesians
6:10-17, cp Isaiah 59:17). Paul confirms in Ephesians that we
are to view the battle that we are all fighting, as believers,
as a spiritual one, and that what we do in this warfare has
eternal significance.

There are six pieces of armour that make up this warrior’s
protective battle gear:

— The Belt of Truth

— The Breastplate of Righteousness
— Shoes of the Gospel of Peace

— Shield of Faith

— Helmet of Salvation
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— Sword of the Spirit.

In this article, I'd like to focus on the third item, the
shoes of the ‘gospel of peace’. To be ‘shod with peace’ may
initially seem like a strange inclusion in the armour of
someone who 1is prepared for battle. What would peace and
warfare have to do with each other? Surely these two terms are
mutually exclusive? But first, I want to start by sharing a
couple of passages from Paul’s letter to the church at Rome:

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Carefully consider what
is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible on your
part, live at peace with everyone.” | Romans 12:17-18 (ESV)

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and
approved by men. So then let us pursue what makes for peace
and for mutual upbuilding.” | Romans 14:17-19 (ESV)

Living And Working For Peace

In his letters, Paul encourages the believers in Rome to ‘live
at peace with everyone, if it 1is possible on your part”
(Romans 12:8). He encourages them to “pursue what leads to
peace” (Romans 14:9) and confirms that the “kingdom of God 1is
not meat and drink but righteousness and peace”.

Jesus gave his famous discourse on the mount during his
earthly ministry, also known as the Beatitudes (Matthew 5),
where he too affirmed that those that ‘work for peace’ will be
the children of God (Matthew 5:9). As members of his one body,
it’s his peace that is to rule our hearts (Colossians 3:15).

And God, as we know, is in the peacemaking business.

So it seems contradictory that Jesus, given the title of
‘Prince of Peace’ long before his birth (Isaiah 9:6), should
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say these words:

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.
I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. “ ‘a man against
his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law — a man’s enemies will be the
members of his own household.” | Jesus, Matthew 10: 34 (NIV)

Luke’s gospel repeats the refrain:

“Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?
No, I tell you, but division. For from now on in one house
there will be five divided, three against two and two against
three.” | Jesus, Luke 12:51 (ESV)

Initially, the commission to be peacemakers, to live at peace
with everyone, together with Paul’s statement that the kingdom
of God is righteousness and peace, seems to be at odds with
Jesus’ own words and even with Paul’s later language of
warfare found in Ephesians. So I think it’s helpful to
consider the definition of what ‘peace’ is before we can
understand how we are to ‘work for peace’ or be ‘peacemakers’.

Peacekeeping Is Not Peacemaking

We can often speak about ‘keeping the peace’ and believe that
this is the same as peacemaking. Yet peace — true peace — 1is
defined as ‘a state or period in which there is no war or a
war has ended.’

Choosing not to act in violent ways towards another party whom
one may be ‘at war with’ doesn’t equate to peace. Just because
we don’'t acknowledge the reality of hostilities doesn’t mean
they don’t exist. For example, distrust, hostility and enmity
still continued during the Cold War, even though a shot was
never fired. Tension was still felt and expressed by both
parties and mutual distrust and enmity were still very real.



And it was still known as a “war”, despite there not being any
actual physical warfare. Some might like to think that ‘peace’
was achieved, or at least a more acceptable sense of peace
than physical war, but this was simply pseudo-peace, a type of
peacekeeping but certainly not peacemaking.

God didn’t settle for peacekeeping! In sending Jesus, He
entered directly into the hostilities between Himself and
humanity and brought about the cessation of war. True peace
only comes when true reconciliation is achieved — that is, the
ending of hostilities and the restoration of relationship.

This is why the gospel is styled the gospel of peace — not
because it makes Christians nice, agreeable or compliant
people. The gospel of peace doesn’t make us nice — it makes us
new! It restores our relationship with God and gives us a new
identity as children of God. We are no longer enemies but
friends with our Creator. This truth, this realignment of
identity, this cessation of hostilities, becomes one of the
first weapons in the arsenal of our spiritual battle.

“But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have been
brought near in the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who
has made us both one and has broken down the dividing wall of
hostility..and might reconcile us both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off
[Gentiles!] and peace to those who were near [Jews!]; for
through him we have access in one Spirit to the Father.” |
Ephesians 2:13-18

We are ready to set forth, preaching that same peace to the
world and I believe this is why it is styled as ‘shoes’ or ‘to
be shod’ with the gospel of peace. Qur first move of ‘forward
motion’ after becoming Christians is framed by the gospel of
peace and reconciliation that we have received. We stand in
and on this truth. This is the peace that Jesus spoke of
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leaving his disciples with, where, as it’s recorded in John’s
gospel, he says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27) It 1is
the supreme and unwavering peace of knowing that we are
friends with God.

The Sword Of Division

So what exactly did Jesus mean when he said he didn’t come to
bring peace but a sword? Well, I think this is an
acknowledgement that our human life is indelibly tied to the
spiritual war that was set in motion in the beginning.

God made humans in His image, to be in close, harmonious
relationship with Him, as His family, and to be His perfect
image-bearers on this earth. But the first humans, Adam and
Eve, sinned and in doing so, caused damage and disruption to
the relationship between God and humanity. They were no longer
able to be God’'s perfect image-bearers, as He had purposed for
them, and were consequently subject to mortality, becoming
slaves to sin. Since then, humans have been engaged in a
lifelong battle against the ‘ruler of the dominion of darkness
— sin’. We and every other human have been fighting the enemy
within ourselves and others — sin — since that time (Romans
5-7).

This uncomfortable truth — that sin rules in this world and
that we must reject sin if we are to follow Jesus — will bring
disturbance in our natural relationships. The gospel of peace
asks those who receive it to choose to behave in counter-
cultural ways and this will often set believers against the
‘powers that be’. Believers have been transferred out of this
dominion of sin and darkness and now serve, with thankfulness,
King Jesus. The Word of God, incarnated in the perfect Kking
and image-bearer, Jesus — 1is “sharper than any sword, piercing
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow.” It
discerns the thoughts and intentions at the deepest level of
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each one of us, seeking to transform and renew our hearts if
we allow it (Colossians 1: 13: Hebrew 4:2, Romans 12:2).

Sometimes, despite our best efforts to be peacemakers, the
attainment of peace in our families or wider relationships is
not attained. This 1is the sword that Jesus spoke of, the
division that would come between those who choose to follow
King Jesus and those who persist in serving the ruler of this
world. Yet it’s important to remember in all of this that it
is a spiritual battle. We are not at war with people but with
sin.

“We are not fighting against humans. We are fighting against
forces and authorities and against rulers of darkness and
powers in the spiritual world.” | Ephesians 6:12 (CEV)

How Do We Make Peace?

We must behave in the same way as God, who was so concerned
for peace that He sent His Son “to guide our feet into the
path of peace” (Luke 1:79, Isaiah 2:4). If our Father 1is a
peacemaker, then we will be too!

“First, pray for those who you may be at odds with or who
persecute you (Matthew 5:44). Pray by acknowledging God’s
sovereign rule and pray that your enemy might acknowledge that
too.

Then, in Matthew 5:47, Jesus gives the other specific example
of peacemaking — love — in this text: “If you salute [greet]
only your brethren, what more are you doing than others?” In
other words, 1if there 1s a rupture in one of your
relationships, or if there is someone who opposes you, don’t
nurse that grudge. Don’t feed the animosity by ignoring and
avoiding that person. That is the natural thing to do — just
cross the street so that you don’t have to greet them. But
that is not the impulse of the Spirit of a peacemaking God,
who sacrificed His Son to reconcile us to Himself and to each



https://carrielloydshaw.com/personal/regeneration-the-holy-spirit-at-work/

other.

Peacemaking tries to build bridges to people — it does not
want the animosity to remain. It wants reconciliation. It
wants harmony. And so it tries to show what may be the only
courtesy the enemy will tolerate, namely, a greeting. The
peacemaker looks the enemy right in the eye and says, “Good
morning, John.” And he says it with a longing for peace in his
heart, not with a phony gloss of politeness to cover his
anger.” — Desiring God

A peacemaker — a child of the gospel — is someone who longs
for peace and works for peace but who also acknowledges that
some barriers may simply not be able to be overcome.
Allegiance to the king is always of primary importance. Jesus’
blessing pronounced upon those who would be ‘persecuted for
the sake of righteousness’ demonstrates that the goal of peace
is clearly subordinated to the goal of righteousness. James
later supports this in his letter to believers, where he says,
“The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable.” (James
3:17)

Finally, in conclusion, I believe it’s an important detail
that being ‘shod with the gospel of peace’ is listed directly
after putting on ‘the breastplate of righteousness’, the piece
of armour which protects the vital organs, particularly the
heart. Before we set out anywhere to ‘negotiate
reconciliation’ (either personal or as ambassadors of the
Prince of Peace), we need to examine our hearts, testing our
motives and ensuring our heart is safely guarded against
personal deception or impure motives.

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do
flows from it.” | Proverbs 4:23 (NIV)
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The Christian life isn’t always easy and the next step isn’t
always clear. Sometimes we need courage to take that step and

sometimes we just need to stand still and watch God go to work
for us.



